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Dec 30, 2010 

11:01 AM  

 

Best of the Health Blog 2010: LeBron, XMRV and Dendreon 

 

By Katherine Hobson  

 

 

 

Tonight the Health Blog will close the book on 2010 as we head out for the 

long holiday weekend. Not, however, before highlighting a few of our favorite 

posts from the more than 1,100 that ran this year. Our thoroughly subjective 

list includes posts notable for their subject matter, news value or just 

because we liked them a lot. In no particular order … 

 

Voor het volledige artikel» 

 

  

http://blogs.wsj.com/health/2010/12/30/best-of-the-health-blog-2010-lebron-xmrv-and-dendreon/
http://blogs.wsj.com/health/2010/12/30/best-of-the-health-blog-2010-lebron-xmrv-and-dendreon/


Dec 20, 2010 
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XMRV: Raising the Issue of Contamination 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

Four papers published today in the journal Retrovirology—and a fifth one 

commenting on the papers—demonstrated how easy it is for mouse 

contamination to skew lab experiments involving the virus XMRV. 

 

But they are unlikely to resolve the debate over whether XMRV is linked to 

diseases like chronic fatigue syndrome or prostate cancer, especially since 

the authors of the papers disagree on the interpretation of their data… 

 

Voor het volledige artikel» 

  

http://blogs.wsj.com/health/2010/12/20/xmrv-raising-the-issue-of-contamination/
http://www.retrovirology.com/
http://blogs.wsj.com/health/2010/12/20/xmrv-raising-the-issue-of-contamination/


Dec 20, 2010 

9:38 AM  

 

XMRV: How To Screen the Blood Supply 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

Last week, members of the HHS Blood XMRV Scientific Working Group told a 

federal advisory panel that tests to screen the blood supply and donors for 

the virus XMRV aren‟t yet ready for prime time. 

 

But the scientific working group, set up last year after a Science paper found 

a link between XMRV and chronic fatigue syndrome, is already thinking 

ahead. Michael Busch, director of Blood Systems Research Institute, the lab 

that has been coordinating the working group studies, says the researchers 

are in discussions with FDA and a number of companies about how to design 

and fund trials that could lead to FDA approval of a blood screening test… 
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XMRV: Still Waiting For a Test 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

Earlier this week, an FDA advisory panel recommended that the agency bar 

people who report a diagnosis of chronic fatigue syndrome from donating 

blood amid concerns about a possible link with the virus XMRV. 

 

But reliably testing potential blood donors or people with CFS for XMRV isn‟t 

yet possible. 

 

That‟s the conclusion from the latest phase of an ongoing study launched by 

the HHS Blood XMRV Scientific Working Group, which was set up last year  … 
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How Common is it For Chronic-Fatigue Syndrome Patients to Give Blood? 

 

By Katherine Hobson  

 

 

 

It‟s pretty unusual for a group of people to be pleased when they‟re barred 

from giving blood. 

 

But as the WSJ‟s Amy Dockser Marcus reports, chronic-fatigue syndrome 

patients are feeling vindicated by yesterday‟s FDA advisory committee 

recommendation that potential blood donors be excluded from donating if 

they have a CFS diagnosis. Patients have long felt ignored or denigrated by 

the medical community; the panel‟s decision is seen as an acknowledgment 

that they may have an infectious disease … 

 

Voor het volledige artikel» 

 

 

  

http://blogs.wsj.com/health/2010/12/15/how-common-is-it-for-chronic-fatigue-syndrome-patients-to-give-blood/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704694004576020321854485688.html
http://blogs.wsj.com/health/2010/12/15/how-common-is-it-for-chronic-fatigue-syndrome-patients-to-give-blood/


Dec 3, 2010 
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XMRV: Red Cross Now Barring Blood Donors Who Have CFS 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

The controversy over whether the retrovirus XMRV is linked to chronic fatigue 

syndrome has still not been resolved, but the American Red Cross has just 

weighed in. The organization said today that as a result of concerns over 

XMRV, it is barring people with a diagnosis of CFS from donating blood. 

In a press release, the Red Cross said that there isn‟t enough data yet to 

determine for sure that XMRV … 
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Abbott, Roche, Gen-Probe Among Those Seeking XMRV Test 

 

By Katherine Hobson  

 

 

 

As readers of this blog know, Amy Dockser Marcus has been all over the 

XMRV story, writing just last week about a study attempting to settle the 

question of whether the retrovirus is linked to chronic fatigue syndrome. 

Today she writes in the WSJ about the push to develop tests to detect XMRV 

in the blood supply and to assess infection rates. On the government side, 

the CDC and National Cancer Institute are pursuing a test. So are Abbott, 

Gen-Probe and Roche, she reports … 
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Gearing Up for the Big Search for XMRV 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

Since a group of researchers published a paper in Science last year 

suggesting the retrovirus XMRV is linked to chronic fatigue syndrome, 

scientists have been debating the accuracy of that finding. Now a study 

designed to address that issue once and for all is moving forward. 

Clinicians who treat CFS patients, scientists and others convened recently in 

New York, where virus hunter Ian Lipkin is based. Lipkin was asked by NIH 

and NIAID to head up the study … 
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4:54 PM  

 

What‟s Next for X (as in XMRV)? 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

It‟s been over a year since researchers found the retrovirus XMRV in the 

blood of patients with chronic fatigue syndrome. Now many people are 

asking: What‟s next for X? 

 

Debate over whether XMRV is linked to CFS and other diseases is still intense, 

mainly because some groups have found the virus in the blood of high 

percentages of people with the condition while others haven‟t been able to 

find a single case … 
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XMRV On Everyone‟s Mind at a Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Meeting 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

The Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Advisory Committee — which advises the 

head of HHS on policy and scientific issues related to CFS — just wrapped up 

its latest meeting. During three days of presentations and debate (you can 

watch it all here), it was hard to avoid talking or thinking about XMRV. 

 

That‟s the retrovirus that was linked to CFS in a study published last year in 

the journal Science. Scientists have been debating the finding ever since, with 

some labs finding the virus in a majority of CFS patients and … 
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„World Class Virus Hunter‟ To Head Up the Latest XMRV Study 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

At the 1st International Workshop on XMRV, which kicked off yesterday at the 

NIH, one of the most confounding questions was: Why don‟t the scientists 

agree? 

 

Conflicting results from different labs looking for XMRV and other related 

viruses have been at the heart of a debate that started last year, when 

researchers reported in Science that they found XMRV in a higher proportion 

of chronic fatigue syndrome patients than healthy people. 

 

The highest-profile dispute has been between scientists — many of whom are 

attending the workshop … 

 

Voor het volledige artikel» 

 

 

  

http://blogs.wsj.com/health/2010/09/08/world-class-virus-hunter-to-head-up-the-latest-xmrv-study/
http://blogs.wsj.com/health/2009/10/08/the-virus-that-links-prostate-cancer-chronic-fatigue-syndrome/
http://blogs.wsj.com/health/2010/09/08/world-class-virus-hunter-to-head-up-the-latest-xmrv-study/


Aug 26, 2010 

12:58 PM  

 

Betting on X — As in XMRV — With a Big-Ticket Research Center 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

Reno, Nevada is a gambling mecca. But the biggest bet in town might be the 

one being made on a retrovirus called XMRV. 

 

XMRV has been studied in labs around the world since a paper published last 

year in Science found a link between the retrovirus and chronic fatigue 

syndrome. And few places have put more money on X — as scientists often 

refer to it — than the Whittemore Peterson Institute for Neuro-Immune 

Disease in Reno, home to the scientists who led that research … 
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Does X (the Virus, That Is) Mark the Spot in Chronic Fatigue Syndrome? 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

When it comes to chronic fatigue syndrome, researchers are starting to ask: 

What‟s the role of the virus known as “X”? 

 

One of the confounding aspects of Monday‟s PNAS paper that reported 

finding a family of retroviruses in CFS patients was that none of the viruses 

appeared to be XMRV, which many scientists have shortened to simply X. 

(The commentary accompanying the paper inspired this post‟s title.) 

Researchers led by NIH infectious diseases specialist Harvey Alter found a 

family of retroviruses called MLV-related viruses … 
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PNAS Paper on Virus-Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Link Has Its Own Story 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

The much-awaited PNAS paper published yesterday (and reported in today‟s 

WSJ) about the discovery of a family of retroviruses in patients with chronic 

fatigue syndrome came with a backstory — its own editorial explaining the 

publication process. 

 

Here‟s why that was necessary. Earlier in the summer, the WSJ reported that 

the completed paper, by a team of researchers from the NIH, FDA and 

Harvard Medical School, contradicted findings in a similar study done by CDC 

researchers and was being held until the discrepancy could be sussed out. 

As we now know from the published work … 
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FDA Advisory Committee to Hear About XMRV Working Group‟s Research 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

Public health officials have been working for months to understand whether 

the XMRV virus poses a risk to the nation‟s blood supply. The concern was 

sparked by a paper published last year in Science that detected the virus in 

the blood of 67% of chronic fatigue syndrome patients, compared to just 

3.7% of healthy controls. 

 

(Other research has contradicted that finding, and as Health Blog readers 

know, the scientific controversy is still swirling — at this point, no one knows 

whether … 
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Potential XMRV-Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Link Not Easy to Tease Out 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

The controversy surrounding XMRV, a virus that has been linked to chronic-

fatigue syndrome and prostate cancer, has been heating up recently. 

 

Earlier this month, CDC researchers published a paper in Retrovirology that 

reported the absence of XMRV in either the CFS patients studied or healthy 

controls. A much-anticipated study by researchers … 
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CDC Team‟s XMRV-Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Paper Is Out 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

The paper is out! Or at least one of them is. Researchers, clinicians and pa-

tients in the chronic-fatigue syndrome community have been eagerly awaiting 

the release of two studies on the relationship between the XMRV virus and 

CFS, and the journal Retrovirology has just published one of them online … 
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A.M. Vitals: Confusion Over XMRV-Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Continues 

 

By Katherine Hobson  

 

 

 

More XMRV Mysteries: Up to now the evidence surrounding a possible link 

between the XMRV virus and chronic fatigue syndrome has been 

contradictory — and that confusion isn‟t likely to lift with the latest, as-yet-

unpublished research, the WSJ reports. Two groups of researchers, one from 

the CDC and one from the FDA and NIH, have also … 
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Further Evidence of an XMRV-Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Connection? 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

A report that a respected NIH expert supported an association between the 

XMRV virus and chronic fatigue syndrome is causing a buzz among CFS 

patient activists, researchers and clinicians. 

 

According to a press release issued by a Dutch magazine, one of the slides 

presented at a recent workshop in Zagreb by Harvey Alter, chief of the 

infectious disease section at the NIH‟s clinical center, supports the link 

between XMRV and CFS reported last year in Science … 
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The AABB Makes it Official: CFS Patients Shouldn‟t Give Blood 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

As expected, a task force created by the AABB, an association of facilities that 

collect most of the U.S. blood supply, recommended yesterday that people 

who either now or in the past have been diagnosed by a physician with 

chronic fatigue syndrome should not donate blood. 

(We wrote earlier in the week that this move was likely.) 

 

The task force was set up in the wake of an October paper, published in the 

journal Science, that linked … 
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Chronic Fatigue Sufferers May Be Asked to Avoid Donating Blood 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

 

 

There‟s been a flurry of activity by experts trying to suss out if the virus 

XMRV, which has been associated with chronic fatigue syndrome, poses a 

threat to the U.S. blood supply. 

 

On Friday,  Louis Katz, executive vice-president of medical affairs at 

Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center in Davenport, Iowa, and a member 

of the AABB task force studying the issue, gave his own latest assessment of 

the situation: People who … 
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So How Worried Are Public-Health Officials About XMRV? 

 

By Amy Dockser Marcus  

 

A WSJ article Monday reported that a federally funded working 

group is trying to determine whether a virus known as XMRV 

poses a risk to the nation‟s blood supply. So how worried are 

public-health experts about XMRV? 

 

In August, the last time emerging threats were assessed and ranked by the 

AABB, XMRV hadn‟t yet appeared on the group‟s radar. (The AABB is an 

association that includes facilities that collect virtually all of the U.S. blood 

supply.) But Susan L. Stramer, executive scientific officer at the American Red 

Cross and a member of the AABB committee that ranked diseases, said that if 

she had to do so today, she would likely rank XMRV as a “yellow” agent … 
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Or Maybe That Virus Isn‟t Linked to Chronic Fatigue Syndrome 

 

By Jacob Goldstein  

 

A few months back, a group of scientists 

got a lot of attention when they 

published a study that suggested a virus 

called XMRV could be linked to many 

cases of chronic fatigue syndrome, or 

CFS. 

 

But as we noted at the time, the study 

didn‟t clearly prove a link between the 

disease and the virus. Now, in a study published this week in the journal PLoS 

One, scientists in the U.K. say they looked at samples from 186 CFS patients 

and found … 
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The Virus That Links Prostate Cancer & Chronic Fatigue Syndrome 

 

By Jacob Goldstein  

 

For a few years now, researchers have been looking 

at what role a virus called XMRV plays in prostate 

cancer. A study published today in Science suggests 

the virus may also be linked to chronic fatigue 

syndrome.  

 

But the picture is still cloudy, and it‟s not clear whether the virus actually 

causes prostate cancer or … 
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